
Career Planning Vocabulary  
 

Word  Definition 

Apprenticeship A combination of on-the-job training with classroom training 

Associates Degree A two year degree that prepares students for a specific career or 
education  

Bachelor’s Degree Degree awarded to students who complete a 4 year college 
program 

Career  A course of events including all work, paid and unpaid, which 
are completed during a lifetime.  

Career pathways  Occupations within one career cluster are organized into 
pathways with characteristics they have in common 

Certificate Awarded to students who complete short-term educational 
programs leading to employment.  

Community 
education  

Informal educational experiences that addresses an identified 
learning need - knowledge and skills.   

Community 
organization 

A group of people with shared interests and vision who work 
together to address common issues. 

Entry level Job A job with little skill or knowledge, sometimes with potential 
advancement as more skills and knowledge are acquired 

Interests Something that concerns, involves or draws the attention of the 
person.  

Knowledge  Skills, experience, and expertise with a particular area of study 

Maine food system  Policy, research, production, processing, commerce, nutrition, 
and food security and safety are integral and interrelated. 

Master’s Degree Advanced two year program of study after a bachelor’s degree 

Mentor  An experienced and trusted advisor  

Occupation  A group of jobs with similar tasks  

Skill A developed talent or ability through training and practice  

Transferable skill Mastery of a skill that can be used in a variety of occupations  
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A combination of on-the-job training with 

classroom training 

A job with little skill or knowledge, 

sometimes with potential advancement as 

more skills and knowledge are acquired 

A two year degree that prepares students 

for a specific career or education  

 

Something that concerns, involves or draws 

the attention of the person  

Degree awarded to students who complete 

a 4 year college program 

 

 

Familiarity with a particular subject  

A course of events including all work, paid 

and unpaid, which are completed during a 

lifetime  

 

Policy, research, production, processing, 

commerce, nutrition, and food security and 

safety are integral and interrelated. 

Occupations within one career cluster are 

organized into pathways with 

characteristics they have in common 

 

Educational awards requiring more than 4 

years of post-secondary study 

Awarded to students who complete 

short-term educational programs leading to 

employment 

  

An experienced and trusted advisor  

Informal educational experiences that 

addresses an identified learning need - 

knowledge and skills 

  

A group of jobs with common 

characteristics that require similar skills 

A group of people with shared interests 

and vision who work together to address 

common issues 

 

A developed talent or ability through 

training and practice  
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